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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 6,151,582 (HUANG ET AL). 

As for Claim 1, HUANG discloses a supply chain visibility system operably 
connected to a network for facilitating creation of a final set of parts for each of a 
plurality of effectivities and coordinating a supply chain of a final set of parts, said parts 
supplied by a plurality of suppliers and received by at least one recipient, the supply 
chain visibility system comprising: 

a plurality of graphical user interfaces associated with respective suppliers and 
the recipient and interconnected via the network, each graphical user interface capable 
of presenting {Column 7, Lines 8-9, wherein this reads over "key components 63 are 
supplied by component suppliers 64 tied to specific component supply nodes 62"}: 
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a configuration panel operable to display a final configuration agreed to by the 
suppliers and the at least one recipient, {Column 14, Lines 9-12, wherein this reads over 
"VMR involves formulating the contractual agreements between the enterprise and the 
retailers as well as determining the operating parameters such as shipment quantities 
and replenishment frequencies"}; 

a template panel operable to display a common set of parts that are common to 
each of the plurality of effectivities, the common set of parts being those parts 
necessary to assemble at least a portion of the final configuration of each of the 
effectivities {Column 95, Lines 43-46, wherein this reads over "the former has been 
obtained by having a common Decision Support System (DSS) Database 12, from 
which input data to the decision models are retrieved and outputs updated"}; 

a statement of work panel for each effectivity, each statement of work panel 
operable to display the final set of parts of the effectivities derived from the common set 
of parts, said statement of work panel also operable to display a shipping status of the 
final set of parts {Column 98, Lines 46-49, wherein this reads over "For the push 
(planning) systems a time-phased plan for the planning interval is established and 
replenishment is triggered based on the requirement, schedule receipt and on hand 
inventory"}; and 

a shipment entry panel configured to receive shipping status data from the 
suppliers and the recipient, said shipping status data usable to update the shipping 
status of the final set of parts {Column 42, Lines 40-44, wherein this reads over "To 
verify the inventory status, the POS Data 138 can be used in combination with the 
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shipment data, and the inventory balance equation to compute the deduced inventory 
status"}; and 

a processing element comparing the shipping status data received by the 
shipment entry panel to the shipping status of the final set of parts and updating the 
shipping status of the parts so that the suppliers and the recipient have all ongoing view 
of the shipping status of the final set of parts to permit assembly of the final set of part to 
be planned accordingly {Column 39, Lines 27-29, wherein this reads over "the standard 
I/O formats will also facilitate the maintenance of the individual models and analysis 
routines, e.g., updating and replacement"}. 

As for Claim 2, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
further comprising an electronic mail dispatch system operable to dispatch electronic 
mail messages to the suppliers and the recipient, the electronic mail messages relating 
changes and entries submitted to via the graphical user interface {Column 91, Lines 53- 
55, wherein this reads over "Sophisticated dispatching policies can be implemented at 
the Frame Manager 24 to balance the load or improve response times"}. 

As for Claim 3, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
wherein the statement of work panel includes a plurality of fields displaying the shipping 
status of the final set of parts, said shipping status including a part number and an 
effectivity listing of each of the final set of parts {Column 39, Lines 27-29, wherein this 
reads over "Replenishment Orders (Receipts, In-transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed 
order status information that is recorded to capture the replenishment activities included 
in the program"}. 
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As for Claim 4, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 3, 
wherein the shipping status further includes discrepancy information on parts received 
but found to be inadequate by at least one of the recipient and the receiving supplier 
{Column 34, Lines 1-4, wherein this reads over "Replenishment Orders (Receipts, In- 
transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed order status information that is recorded to 
capture the replenishment activities included in the program"}. 

As for Claim 5, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 3, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a return part panel configured 
to receive repair information on parts being returned to one of the suppliers for repair 
{Column 14, Lines 26-29, wherein this reads over "When equipment fails, the failed 
module is replaced from the stock at the operating location 92, and the failed module is 
eventually sent to the repair shop 94 for repair"}. 

As for Claim 6, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 5, 
wherein said statement of work panel is configured to receive the repair information 
from the return part panel and to display the repair information {Column 14, Lines 32-34, 
wherein this reads over "during the repair process at the repair shop 94, certain repair 
items and components are replaced"}. 

As for Claim 7, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 3, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a replacement part panel 
configured to receive information on parts that need to be replaced {Column 14, Lines 
34-36, wherein this reads over "Based on the repair needs, repair items and 
components will be ordered from the sources of supply by the repair shops "}. 
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As for Claim 8, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 7, 
wherein said statement of work panel is configured to receive the replacement 
information from the replacement part panel and to display the replacement information 
{Column 14, Lines 34-36, wherein this reads over "Based on the repair needs, repair 
items and components will be ordered from the sources of supply by the repair shops"}. 

As for Claim 9, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a shipments in transit panel 
operable to display the shipping status of parts sent by the suppliers but not yet 
received {Column 34, Lines 1-4, wherein this reads over "Replenishment Orders 
(Receipts, In-transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed order status information that is 
recorded to capture the replenishment activities included in the program"}. 

As for Claim 10, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 9, 
wherein said shipments in transit panel includes a link to contact information for a 
carrier to which the parts were submitted for shipment {Column 8, Lines 38-43, wherein 
this reads over "The DSS Database 12 comprises structural information (information 
related to relatively static information such as product groups, market groups, supply 
chain network, etc.), and process information (dynamic information related to demand, 
production plan, etc.)"}. 

As for Claim 1 1 , HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises an estimated completion date 
panel configured to receive a revised completion date for supply of at least one of the 
parts and to add the revised completion date to the shipping status of the statement of 
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work panel {Column 25, Lines 62-64, wherein this reads over "The PSI Reconciliation 
Activity 170 in concert with the SFP Module 132 revises the top-down forecasts and 
reconciles the bottom-up and top-down forecasts"}. 

As for Claim 12, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a delinquency panel configured 
to display a list of late parts that have failed to arrive by a due date {Column 25, Lines 
62-64, wherein this reads over "The PSI Reconciliation Activity 170 in concert with the 
SFP Module 132 revises the top-down forecasts and reconciles the bottom-up and top- 
down forecasts"}. 

As for Claim 13, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 1, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a proposed configuration panel 
operable to display a proposed configuration agreed to by at least one supplier {Column 
14, Lines 9-12, wherein this reads over "VMR involves formulating the contractual 
agreements between the enterprise and the retailers as well as determining the 
operating parameters such as shipment quantities and replenishment frequencies"}. 

As for Claim 14, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 13, 
wherein each graphical user interface further comprises a configuration release panel 
operable to change the proposed configuration, add due dates for the proposed 
configuration and finalize the proposed configuration into the final configuration {Column 
14, Lines 16-19, wherein this reads over "Develop the replenishment plan based on 
factors such as sell-through and inventory information provided by the retailer, 
promotion activities, product availability and transportation cost trade-offs"}. 
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As for Claim 15, HUANG discloses the supply chain visibility system of Claim 14, 
further comprising an electronic mail dispatch system operable to dispatch electronic 
mail messages relating to the proposed configuration and the final configuration 
{Column 91, Lines 53-55, wherein this reads over "Sophisticated dispatching policies 
can be implemented at the Frame Manager 24 to balance the load or improve response 
times"}. 

As for Claim 16, HUANG discloses a method of facilitating creation of a final set 
of parts for each of a plurality of effectivities and coordinating a supply chain of the final 
set of parts, said parts supplied by a plurality of suppliers and received by at least one 
recipient, each of the plurality of suppliers and the at least one recipient having a 
graphical user interface that is connected to and supplied information via a network, 
said method comprising: 

displaying, using a configuration panel of each graphical user interface, a final 
configuration agreed to by the suppliers and the at least one recipient {Column 14, 
Lines 9-12, wherein this reads over "VMR involves formulating the contractual 
agreements between the enterprise and the retailers as well as determining the 
operating parameters such as shipment quantities and replenishment frequencies"}; 

displaying, using a template panel of each graphical user interfaces a common 
set of parts that are common to each of the plurality of effectivities, the common set of 
parts being those parts necessary to assemble at least a portion of the final 
configuration of each of the plurality of effectivities {Column 14, Lines 16-19, wherein 
this reads over "Develop the replenishment plan based on factors such as sell-through 
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and inventory information provided by the retailer, promotion activities, product 
availability and transportation cost trade-offs"}; 

generating a final set of parts by applying the common set of parts across each 
of the plurality of effectivities {Column 98, Lines 46-49, wherein this reads over "For the 
push (planning) systems a time-phased plan for the planning interval is established and 
replenishment is triggered based on the requirement, schedule receipt and on hand 
inventory"}; 

displaying, using a statement of work panel of each graphical user interface, a 
shipping status of the final set of parts {Column 42, Lines 40-44, wherein this reads over 
"To verify the inventory status, the POS Data 1 38 can be used in combination with the 
shipment data, and the inventory balance equation to compute the deduced inventory 
status"}; and 

receiving shipping status data from the suppliers and the recipient and updating 
the shipping status of the final set of parts so that the suppliers and the recipient have 
an ongoing view of the shipping status of the final set of parts to permit assembly of the 
final set of parts to be planned accordingly {Column 39, Lines 27-29, wherein this reads 
over "the standard I/O formats will also facilitate the maintenance of the individual 
models and analysis routines, e.g., updating and replacement"}. 

As for Claim 17, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising 
dispatching an electronic mail message to one of the suppliers and the recipient the 
electronic mail messages relating changes and entries submitted to via the graphical 
user interface {Column 91 , Lines 53-55, wherein this reads over "Sophisticated 
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dispatching policies can be implemented at the Frame Manager 24 to balance the load 
or improve response times"}. 

As for Claim 18, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, wherein displaying 
the shipping status includes displaying a part number, a shipping date, and a receipt 
date of each of the final set of parts {Column 39, Lines 27-29, wherein this reads over 
"Replenishment Orders (Receipts, In-transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed order status 
information that is recorded to capture the replenishment activities included in the 
program"} 

As for Claim 19, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 18, wherein displaying 
the shipping status further includes displaying discrepancy information on parts received 
but found to be inadequate by at least one of recipient and the receiving supplier 
{Column 34, Lines 1-4, wherein this reads over "Replenishment Orders (Receipts, In- 
transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed order status information that is recorded to 
capture the replenishment activities included in the program"}. 

As for Claim 20, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 18, further comprising 
receiving repair information on parts being returned to one of the suppliers for repair 
using a return part panel of each graphical user interface {Column 14, Lines 26-29, 
wherein this reads over "When equipment fails, the failed module is replaced from the 
stock at the operating location 92, and the failed module is eventually sent to the repair 
shop 94 for repair"}- 

As for Claim 21, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 20, further comprising 
receiving, using the statement of work panel, the repair information from the return part 
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panel and displaying the repair information {Column 14, Lines 32-34, wherein this reads 
over "during the repair process at the repair shop 94, certain repair items and 
components are replaced"}. 

As for Claim 22, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 18, further comprising 
receiving, using a replacement part panel of each graphical user interface, information 
on parts to be replaced {Column 14, Lines 34-36, wherein this reads over "Based on the 
repair needs, repair items and components will be ordered from the sources of supply 
by the repair shops "}. 

As for Claim 23, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 22, further comprising 
receiving, using the statement of work panel, the replacement information from the 
replacement part panel and displaying the replacement information {Column 14, Lines 
34-36, wherein this reads over "Based on the repair needs, repair items and 
components will be ordered from the sources of supply by the repair shops"}. 

As for Claim 24, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising 
displaying, using a shipments in transit panel, the shipping status of parts sent by the 
suppliers but not yet received {Column 34, Lines 1-4, wherein this reads over 
"Replenishment Orders (Receipts, In-transit, Incomplete, etc.): The detailed order status 
information that is recorded to capture the replenishment activities included in the 
program"}. 

As for Claim 25, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising 
receiving revised completion dates, using an estimated completion date panel of each 
graphical user interface, and displaying the revised completion date using the statement 
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of work panel {Column 25, Lines 62-64, wherein this reads over "The PSI Reconciliation 
Activity 170 in concert with the SFP Module 132 revises the top-down forecasts and 
reconciles the bottom-up and top-down forecasts"}. 

As for Claim 26, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising 
displaying, using a delinquency panel of each graphical user interface, a list of late parts 
that have not been delivered by a due date {Column 25, Lines 62-64, wherein this reads 
over "The PSI Reconciliation Activity 170 in concert with the SFP Module 132 revises 
the top-down forecasts and reconciles the bottom-up and top-down forecasts"}. 

As for Claim 27, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 16, further comprising 
displaying, using a proposed configuration panel of each graphical user interface, a 
proposed configuration agreed to by at least one supplier {Column 14, Lines 9-12, 
wherein this reads over "VMR involves formulating the contractual agreements between 
the enterprise and the retailers as well as determining the operating parameters such as 
shipment quantities and replenishment frequencies"}. 

As for Claim 28, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 27, further comprising 
changing the proposed configuration, adding due dates for the parts of the proposed 
configuration, and finalizing the proposed configuration using a configuration release 
panel of each graphical user interface {Column 14, Lines 16-19, wherein this reads over 
"Develop the replenishment plan based on factors such as sell-through and inventory 
information provided by the retailer, promotion activities, product availability and 
transportation cost trade-offs"}. 
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As for Claim 29, HUANG discloses the method of Claim 28, further comprising 
dispatching an electronic mail message relating to the proposed configuration and the 
final configuration {Column 91, Lines 53-55, wherein this reads over "Sophisticated 
dispatching policies can be implemented at the Frame Manager 24 to balance the load 
or improve response times"}. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to' 
applicant's disclosure. 
I. U.S. Patent: 

1) U.S. Patent No. 5,914,878 (YAMAMOTO ET AL) is cited to teach raw 
materials ordering system, 

2) U.S. Patent No. 5,712,989 (JOHNSON ET AL) is cited to teach just-in-time 
requisition and inventory management system, and 

3) U.S. Patent No. 5,630,070 (DIETRICH ET AL) is cited to teach optimizing 
of manufacturing resource planning. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cang (James) G. Thai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6499. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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